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	The Yeager Autism Spectrum Disorder Screening Instrument (YASDSI) is a tool to screen for a diagnosis of Autism or Asperger syndrome.  The YASDSI is based on the diagnostic criteria set forth by the DSM-IV (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition).  It is intended as a screening tool.  However, if used by a trained diagnostician, it can serve as a formidable diagnostic tool.  The YASDSI accompanied by other instruments can serve as a starting point to design programs for persons with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

Instructions for the rater:  Marks are to be made in the White Boxes next to the behavioral descriptor.  Mark an “X” to designate behaviors that are present at the time of the screening.  Place an “O” to designate behaviors that have been present in the past but have diminished or disappeared completely.  If behavior has never been present, leave the box blank.

Instructions for diagnostician:  Each chart is designated into three areas: Impairment Areas (Yellow), Behavior Categories (Orange), Behavioral Descriptors (White).  After rater has designated status of each behavioral descriptor,  a decision can be made whether or not the behavioral category meets criteria for diagnosis.  If any white boxes are marked under a behavior category, place a “1” in the orange box to designate criteria is met.  Total all behavior categories (Orange) in the yellow box at the bottom of each impairment area chart.  Transfer all totals to the Total of Impairment Categories Chart.  


	
	Communications
	AU/1
	AS/0

	
	Expressive Language
	
	

	1
	Does not speak spontaneously to others (shows no interest in gaining attention through speech)
	
	

	2
	Does not use gestures or signs in lieu of speech to communicate
	
	

	3
	Does not use gestures or speech to let others know of needs or desires
	
	

	4
	Delay in, or total lack of, the development of spoken language
	
	

	
	Conversations (Do not rate if nonverbal)
	
	

	1
	Does not initiate conversations with others or maintain conversations with others
	
	

	2
	Does not spontaneously greet others (“hello”) or use courteous phrases (“please”, “thank you”)
	
	

	3
	Does not ask others questions (this includes times of distress and in request of needs)
	
	

	
	Stereotyped Language (Do not rate if nonverbal)
	
	

	1
	Echolalic (repeats what is heard rather than responding with an appropriate answer)
	
	

	2
	Perseverates (repeats the same words or phrases over and over)
	
	

	3
	Recites common phrases, lyrics or scripts from television, radio, recordings or videos
	
	

	
	Make-Believe Play
	
	

	1
	Does not make-believe in an age appropriate manner or according to developmental level
	
	

	2
	Does not join in to play with others
	
	

	3
	Remains aloof or prefers to be disconnected from peers
	
	

	
	Receptive Language
	
	

	1
	Does not identify body parts or common objects when asked
	
	

	2
	Often does not respond when spoken to (after numerous trials will often look as if just cluing in)
	
	

	3
	Does not respond or seem to understand simple request or directions (may perform only first part of instruction)
	
	

	
	TOTAL Communication


	
	

	
	Social Interactions
	AU/2
	AS/2

	
	Nonverbal Behaviors
	
	

	1
	Avoids making eye contact or appears to be staring though people.
	
	

	2
	Does not use facial expressions to communicate emotions

(displays flat affect or lacks facial emotions)
	
	

	3
	Demonstrates negatively to physical contact (especially contact initiated by others)
	
	

	
	Peer Relationships
	
	

	1
	Shows no interest in the presence of peers (appears “among” others rather than “with” others)
	
	

	2
	Shows no interest in developing friendships with peers (indifferent to others interest in them)
	
	

	3
	Does not initiate relationships with peers (does not approach others or include others in activities)
	
	

	
	Sharing Enjoyment and Interests
	
	

	1
	Does not share accomplishments or interests with others (does not reflect days activities)
	
	

	2
	Shows little interest in everyday events and activities and does not seek participation spontaneously
	
	

	3
	Does not share enjoyment about an object, accomplishment or activity
	
	

	
	Social Reciprocity
	
	

	1
	Does not kiss, hug, or shake hands with others (unless prompted or is by their own rules and initiation)
	
	

	2
	Does not understand the concept of taking turns during activities with peers
	
	

	3
	Prefers to be alone
	
	

	
	TOTAL Social Interactions


	
	


	
	Repetitive/Stereotyped Patterns
	AU/1
	AS/1

	
	Restricted Patterns of Interest
	
	

	1
	Prefers to do the same activity over and over (will engage for hours unless redirected)
	
	

	2
	Becomes upset if preferred activity is interrupted or attempts are made to redirect
	
	

	3
	Resists being redirected to other activities or areas of interest (especially those new or of little interest)
	
	

	
	Nonfunctional Routines or Rituals
	
	

	1
	Engages in unnecessary or meaningless rituals or routines
	
	

	2
	Becomes upset if ritual or routines are disallowed or disrupted
	
	

	3
	Resists being redirected from rituals or routines to productive behaviors or activities
	
	

	
	Repetitive Motor Mannerisms
	
	

	1
	Engages in self-stimming motor behaviors (finger waving, hand flapping, spinning, rocking, etc.)
	
	

	2
	Self-stimming motor behaviors increases during time of high stress or anxiety
	
	

	3
	Resists being redirected from self-stimming motor behaviors to productive behaviors or activities
	
	

	
	Preoccupation with Parts of Objects
	
	

	1
	Intensely scrutinizes parts of objects (wheels of a toy car, thread on a cloth, etc)
	
	

	2
	Singles out and manipulates objects or specific parts excessively
	
	

	3
	Disassembles toys or objects instead of playing with them in an appropriate manner
	
	

	
	TOTAL Repetitive/Stereotyped Patterns


	
	


	Totals For Impairment Categories
	AU
	AS

	Social Interactions (Requirements: AU/2, AS/2)
	
	

	Communications (Requirements: AU/1, AS/0)
	
	

	Repetitive/Stereotyped Patterns (Requirements: AU/1, AS/1)
	
	

	Scores
	
	

	Required Total Scores
	6
	3*


* In addition to total scores for Asperger the following clinical delay criteria must be met. 

	
	Clinical Delays (Asperger Only)
	AU
	AS

	1
	Clinically significant impairment in social, occupational, other important areas of functioning
	
	

	2
	Clinically significant impairment in occupational or vocational skills
	
	

	3.
	An inability to understand language pragmatics even in the presence of adequate language
	
	

	4
	No clinically significant general delay in language (single words by 2 years, communicative phrases by 3 years)
	
	

	5
	No clinically significant delay in cognitive development 
	
	

	4
	No clinically significant delay in the development of age-appropriate self-help skills
	
	

	5.
	No clinically significant delay in the development of adaptive behavior (other than social interaction
	
	

	6.
	Demonstrated a curiosity about the environment during early childhood
	
	


_______________  Criteria are not met for Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, Rhett Disorder or Childhood Schizophrenia.

Age of Onset

______________________Age that behaviors were first observed.

Clinical Impressions:

Recommendations:

Signature______________________________________________Date___________________________
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